Congress of the Anited States
Washington, DC 20515

March 19, 2018

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Chair Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee on Labor-HHS-Education
Appropriations Committee Appropriations Committee

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:

Thank you for your ongoing support for programs that help older Americans live active and
independent lives. As you develop the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 appropriations bill for the U.S.
Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, we urge you to prioritize
programs under Title III of the Older Americans Act (OAA)—programs that help older
Americans age successfully at home and in their communities—by funding the programs at the
authorized levels.

Over the years, OAA programs have played an essential role in advancing the health and well-
being of older adults. These programs provide millions of American seniors, many of whom are
low-income, the resources necessary to reduce hunger and isolation while maintaining their
dignity, health, and independence. The services provided through the OAA enable seniors to live
in their own homes while saving taxpayer dollars through reduced hospital and institutional care.

The recent bipartisan reauthorization of the Older Americans Act included specific increases in
funding authorization for these programs. We respectfully request funding that reflects those
authorized amounts for the following Older Americans Act Title III Pro grams within the
Administration for Community Living’s (ACL) budget for the Administration on Aging (AoA).

OAA Title III B Home and Community-Based Supportive Services (HCBS):

The Home and Community-Based Supportive Services program authorized in Title II1, Part B, of
the Older Americans Act (OAA) provides critical resources to states and local Area Agencies on
Aging. Community-based agencies rely on these resources to offer an array of supportive
services that are essential to keeping older adults in their homes and communities, including in-
home assistance and wrap-around services, adult day care, transportation services including to
meal sites and medical appointments, access to legal assistance and elder justice assistance, case
management and care coordination services, and many others. Title III B services are essential to
providing access to other OAA programs, such as congregate and home-delivered meals, for
many older adults and caregivers. Overall, Title III, Part B, funding is used to deliver more than
20 distinctive services to help older adults and caregivers.

For these reasons, we respectfully ask that you appropriate for the HCBS program $372.2
million, the amount unanimously approved in the 2016 OAA reauthorization. When older adults
are able to live independently, our country’s communities are strengthened and taxpayers and
families avoid paying for more expensive acute health care and long-term care services.
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OAA Title III C Congregate Nutrition Services and Home-Delivered Nutrition Services:

In 2015, more than 2.4 million seniors received 80 million nutritious meals at senior centers and
charitable community organizations, with public-private partnerships like Meals on Wheels
delivering 142 million meals to economically and socially vulnerable seniors. For the majority of
these seniors, the meals provided more than one-half their food for the entire day. These
programs, however, are more than just food. Home-delivered nutrition services often provide
participants their only opportunity for face-to-face contact or conversation, and two-thirds of
congregate meal participants report that their health has improved because they attend lunch
programs.

It is for these reasons that we respectfully request the subcommittee include $480 million for
ACL Congregate nutrition services and $242.3 million for Home-delivered nutrition services.
These vital programs authorized under the Older Americans Act help fulfill our nation’s
commitment to maintaining dignity and independent living regardless of income or location.

OAA Title III E National Family Caregiver Support Program (NFCSP):

The National Family Caregiver Support Program (NFCSP) offers a range of supports to family
caregivers, including assistance in accessing services such as respite care, counseling, support
groups, and caregiver training. Every year, caregivers provide more than $480 billion worth of
unpaid care to older adults and people with disabilities. The NFCSP provides essential supports,
delivered through the Aging Network via state and local agencies, to informal caregivers who are

an essential component to long-term care delivery in the country. We request that you fund OAA
Title 111, Part E at $160.8 million.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and we look forward to working with you to
make sure America’s older adults receive the supportive services they need to live
independently.

Sincerely,

- Ty - % [ WY 4 ﬁm

Suz ne Bonamlcl Theodore E. Deutch Dave Loebsack
BER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

0], GfenA

Frank A. LoBiondo Elise Stefahik
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS



SMMQﬁ,n-—

Sander M. Levin
Member of Congress

Lpirdopetncn

Brenda L. Lawrence
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

PN S

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

A o

i Brownley
ber of Congress

Ro Khan;

Member of

S e

es P. McGovemn
ember of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" gcott

Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester

Member of Congress

Donald S Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Zri, Fundi]

Lois Frankel
Member of Congress

(Jo Bz

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

Martha McSally

Member of Congress

2l bl

/Filemon Vela
Member of Congress




o !

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

Ll R K

William R. Keating 74
Member of Congress

A

iana DeGette

Member of Congress

Lol (&

Ka{thy Casto
Member of Congress

Iy Qpons

Kyrwn Sinema
Member of Congress

Pkl S

John K. Delaney
Member of Congress

Cosl ShsaKann.

Carol Shea-Porter
Member of Congress

(3

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

/8%

am Smith
Member of Congress

Jeprfold Nadler
ember of Congress

argd Polis <
mber of Confrress

Jenniffer Goqzalez-toloy
Methber of Congress



Ratl M Grijalva
Member of Congress

7h_

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Bradley S. Schneider
Member of Congress

.-~

Darren Soto
Memb? of Congress
%j R |

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

/. oﬁéwa

Al Lawson
Member of Congress

Raul ?ig z 3 2
Member of Congress

Tony Cgafdenas
Member of Congress

Gn tind)

‘Ron Kind
Member of Congress

Tulsi Gabbard
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

(HHotiad) €. Copuares

Michael E. Capuano

Member of Congress
oe Jofgren
ber of Congregs
ﬁm
anette Diaz Barraéan
Member of Congress
obin L. Kelly O

er of Congress



Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

Jan Jchakowsky
Memnber of Congress

Joe Courtney !
Member of Congress

s
Onseda i dzfu
Marcia L. Fudge

Member of Congress

oons Mocsun,

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson.
Member of Congress

C A L oy

C.A. Dutch Ruppers'b rger /]
Member of Congress

(e B2 Pestl f

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

(hse X Nty

Alcee L. Hastings
Member of Congress

/S

Al Green

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Gl

Peter Welch
Member of Congress




ney
Congress

Gwen Moore
Member of Congress

%ﬁfw

Ben Ray Lujfn__J
Member of Congress

ooy

Bobby L./Rush
Member of Congress

()

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

o u. 7t

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Gl \Faze
Peter ANDEF Jo
Member of Congress

/

garbara Lee

Member of Congress

/Keith Hllison ——
Member of Congress

avid N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

o duell
Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Y LR L fmming?

Elijah E. Cummings
Member of Congress

L
' T\
Danny K.W¥avis

Member of Congress. .

¢ Cars
Member of Congress

Jock Zao_

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress




od L
Jamie Raskin

Member of Congress

O’L«- /‘{o
777X

y Rosen
Member of Congress

V)/!L&o%@ﬂﬂn

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

el .,

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. -
Member of Congress

Michelle Lujan Grisham
Member of Congress

e s

Jofn Yarmuth /
Member of Congress

Ao 0 40—

Tom O’Halleran
Member of Congress

AL

Tom MacArthur
Member of Congress

Colleen Hanabusd
Member of Congress

Val Butler Demings
Member of Congress

%ew

Thomas R Suozzi
Member of Congress

Membetjof Congress

Josht otthelmer
Member of Congress

Nete . Tl
Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Member of Congress



